Ken Will Morton stays focused whether solo or with his band

BY JEFF HAHNE

t’s not easy being a singer-songwrit-
er. Long days on the road, playing
for small crowds in out-of-the-way

places and then doing it all again the

next day after a few hours of sleep

in a random location. Such has been
the life for Athens-based Ken Will Morton,
though as one of his new songs says, he’s
happy enough with the life he’s chosen.

The majority of Morton’s shows are solo
affairs, though he does have a band together
— one that will be stopping in Charlotte this
week for a show at Puckett’s Farm Equip-
ment. If Morton had his druthers, he’d al-
ways tour with a band.

“It’s a group of guys that I wrangled
together, but it’s hard to get too far from
Athens with them,” Morton says by phone
from his home. “One just got married and



< has another band. Another guy is married.
Also, if I take guys on the road, I want to be
able to pay them. In this age and economy, it’s
sometimes easier to do solo shows and keep
the money and sleep on someone’s floor or in
my car. When you have other guys, you want
to make sure they’re comfortable since they’re
playing my songs. If I could afford them, I'd
take them a lot more.”

Morton — who released his fifth album,
True Grit, earlier this year — prefers the depth
that a band can give his sound, whether it be
through harmonies or instrumentation. But
being solo also has its advantages — he can play
whatever he’s in the mood to play and not have
to worry if everyone knows the song or not.

He recently changed his writing process
and has a handful of new material, though
some aren’t quite ready for the full-band
treatment yet.

“Lately, I’ve been writing from title on
down,” he says. “I’ll find a cool phrase that I
write down because it’ll make a good song title.
It’s been easier — the title can dictate the vibe
of a song. It’s been pretty fruitful for me. After
all, everybody likes a good song title. ‘You Can’t
Lose What You’ve Never Had” — I wrote that
down. Someone once called me ‘Scattershot’
because my memory isn’t so good. I have a new
one called ‘Happy Enough.’”

That last one Morton feels is a theme that
just about anybody can relate to. He says, for
most people, their ideal situation doesn’t end
up as their reality. It’s also about coming to
terms with his own life and where he’s landed
so far in his career.

Another part of his process has remained
the same. “It’s the old adage — if it stands
alone on an acoustic guitar, you know it’s a
good song,” he says. “You start from there
and get to honing and sculpting it until I get
it just right. If I feel it would be a good rock
song with a band, I throw it out to them.”

He is currently recording in three different
studios and hopes he has enough to “hodge-
podge” an album together by the end of the
year. He is also in contact with movie and TV
producers and music supervisors on trying to get
more of his music onto the screen. It’s not some-
thing new for Morton whose song “Oh Lord”
was featured on the show Deadliest Carch.

“They were looking for something that
involved the ocean or stormy seas — I pitched
it and it worked,” he says. “When something
like that happens, you expect the worst but
hope for the best as far as how they’ll use it.
They used two minutes of it and I was really
excited. Financially, it was great. Hopefully
it will happen again for me. After all, driving
hundreds of miles around the country is not
as exciting as it used to be.” 1
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$5. 9 p.m. Nov. 12. Puckett’s Farm Equip-
ment. www.puckettsfarm.com

T SHOW PREVIEWS

THURSDAY, NOV. 11

Deakin

Animal Collective founder
tries out the solo route

A founding member of Animal Collective,
Deakin (aka Josh Dibb) takes the freeform explo-
rations of that outfit further off the planet. Cur-
rently on leave from the quartet, Deakin meshes
spacey sounds and avant garde trance into an
amalgam of psychedelic dub. It’s obvious that
Deakin has a love of, and more importantly, an
ear for sound manipulation, because his music’s
got soul and doesn’t get lost in cold electronica.

— SAMIR SHUKLA

$12, The Evening Muse, www.eveningmuse.com

FRIDAY, NOV. 12

Jill Dineen Band

Charlotte group doing its best
to bring the blues back

Jill Dineen commands attention — through her
stage presence, but mostly via her powerful vocals. The
singer brings the blues and brings them full force. Play-
ing an array of covers — obscure and familiar — mixed
in with some originals, she conjures up an old-school
style that’s not as prevalent as it once was. Don’t ex-
pect something short and sweet — they like to drag it
out until they’ve squeezed out every ounce of emotion.

— JEFF HAHNE

With Beth McKee. $8. 8 p.m. The Evening Muse.
www.theeveningmuse.com
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Win tickets

Overkill KillFest, Hanson,
The AP Tour and more

We don't just tell you about concerts that are
going on around town — we also offer you oppor-
tunities to win tickets. Among the giveaways that
are available online this week are pairs of tickets
to a handful of shows at Amos’ Southend — Over-
kill KillFest on Nov. 10, Hanson on Nov. 12, Motion
City Soundtrack and Say Anything on Nov. 13 and
The AP Tour featuring Bring Me the Horizon and
August Burns Red on Nov. 14. The tickets are in
our hands, but they should be in yours!

Go online to gcvibes.com to find out how to
win a pair of tickets.



